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Not The Man But The Movement 


by Ann Harnson 


At a panel discussion commemora- 
ting International Woman’s Day, three 
feminists from Hampshire College ex- 
pressed their views on the Jessie Jack- 
son campaign. While all three planned 
to vote for that presidential candidate, 
each stated that she gave more priority 
to furthering the cause of the rainbow 
coalition than to personal support of 
Reverand Jackson. “We must enfran- 
chise, but we must not tie our fortunes 
to one candidate,” stated panelist Joan 
Landes , 

Ms. Landes and the two other parti- 
cipants, Frances White and Margaret 
Cerullo, are professors at Hampshire 
College. Each raised questions about 
the meaning of the Jackson campaign 
for women and for feminists in particu- 
lar. : 

During the discussion the panelists 
all stated that they had arrived at a 
position of support for Jackson only 
after serious reservations. They ques- 
tioned Jackson’s committment to such 
issues as abortion rights and expressed 
concern about his anti-semitic out- 
bursts. 

While the problematic nature of Jack- 
son’s policies were recognized, the 

main theme of the discussion was posi- 
tive support for the rainbow coalition, 
which includes both feminists, gays, 
and people of color. “This is the first 
political movement that does not mar- 
ginalize me as a woman and does not 
marginalize me as a Black,” said Ms. 
White. “The movement is much larger 
than Jessie Jackson,” she continued. 

“The core of the campaign is to register 

people, including Blacks and women, 
to vote. 


GALA March Permit Denied | 


by Buck McWilliams 


Chanting, “We are everywhere and 
we will be.free,’over 1000 gays,lesbi- 
ans, and their friends and supporters 
marched the streets of Northampton 
one sunny Saturday last May. The 1983 
Lesbian and Gay Liberation March saw 
a great turnout; the same success is 
expected in 1984. But the above scene 
won't take place if city officials have 
their way. At least not on a Saturday. 

A permit application submitted by . 
the 1984 Gay and Lesbian Liberatian 
Alliance (GALA) March Committee 
for a parade to be held Saturday, May 
12, has been denied by Northampton 
city officials. Reasons given for reject- 


Joan Landes characterized the coali- 
tion as a “social movement with an 
electoral expression.” While the coali- 
tion speaks to the needs of women and 
Blacks, said the panalists, it represents 
at the same time the aims of peace, 
social justice, a nuclear arms freeze, 
non-interventionist policies, ecological 
issues, and the interests of poor people. 
It is also the first political coalition to 
include gay men and women as a 
matter of course. 

Regardless of these priorities, the 
coalition is, for better or worse, a part of 
the American political process. Landis 


pointed out that elections “serve to 
support white male corporate power 
while making it appear that we have 
freedom of choice.” The problem with 
elections, she said, is that they give an 
undemocratic society the facade of 
democracy which “legitimizes un- 
democratic institutions as democratic 
institutions” 

The fact that very few people voted 
in the last presidential election lends 
support to that idea. It is important to 
remember that Reagan won Massachu- 
setts by 2,500 votes. That number, when 

one considers that at the time 


Several members of the march 


Graphic by Haley 


————— 
there were 60,000 unregistered voters 
in the state, seems especially insignifi- 
cant. If people do not feel that they have 
control over the electoral process, they 
will not vote. 

Times appear to be changing, however. 
At this writing, 4,000 students have 
been registered at UMass alone. In the 
panalists’ eyes, the rainbow is succeed- 
ing in breaking out of the captured 
political arena by encouraging people 
to seize electoral power. “The Jackson 
campaign,” said White, “is our vehicle 
for expressing our discontent.” 

It is important, the panelists empha- 
sized, for women to join the coalition 
on their own terms. Jackson represents 
the wing of black politics which is 
conservative on social issues such as 
abortion. This makes it difficult for him 
to appeal to feminists. “Jackson does 
not understand the importance of re- 
productive rights,” said Cerullo. In- 
deed, Jackson first opposed women’s 
right to abortions, but later changed his 
mind. 

In current policy statements, Jackson 
supports the right of a woman to freely 
chose whether or not to have an abor- 
tion. He is opposed to the Hyde Am- 
mendment that would discriminate 
against poor women by cutting federal 

funding for abortions. He also opposes 
any Constitutional ammendment out- 
lawing abortion and any legislation that 
could weaken or reverse the Supreme 
Court Roe vs. Wade decision that estab- 
lished the legality of abortion in the 
US. 

While he supports the right of a 
woman to choose what she wishes to 
do with her body, Jackson has insinua- 
ted in past interviews that by consider- 
ing abortion a woman is somehow 


contd. oan 


committee met with Mayor David B. 
Musante Jr., Police Chief Daniel LaBat- 
o, and City Solicitor Maureen Ryan- 
Wise on Feb. 15 to discuss options for a 
possible compromise on the parade 
permit issue, Three of the six commit- 
tee members who had come to the 
meeting were asked to stay out because 
Musante had previously stated he 
would not meet “with a crowd”. 
When asked who had actually made 
the decision to deny the permit, Mus- 
ante said it was the responsibility of the 
police chief and that his decision was 
based on a lack of manpower to ensure 


_proper public safety. 


Suggestions were made by the local 


ing the request included concern for '8OUp on ways they could make- it 
public safety and increased traffic con- !€aSier for the city to handle the event. 


gestion. 


One of the GALA organizers asked 


Chief LaBato if a permit would be 
possible if they chose an earlier time 
and altered the route to avoid heavy 
trafic. LaBato agreed it ‘might be possi- 
ble; he was then censured by the may- 
or, who reminded the chief, “you re- 
port to me...we have a policy on this.” 
But for the past two years the GALA 
March has been held, with city permis- 
sion, on a Saturday. Last year’s atten- 
dence was estimated at 1500 people. 
March organizers had never been in- 
formed of the ordinance. When asked 
why the policy had not been enforced, 
Musante replied, “We bent over back- 
wards to show there is no discrimina- 
tion based on sexual preference.” Fur- 
ther efforts to attain a compromise 
between the two groupsat that meeting 
were fruitless. 


The following evening at City Council 
the Lesbian/Gay March Committee 
attempted to present Council mem- 
bers with a written statement explain- 
ing why the group feels it is important 
to march on a Saturday and describing 
the concessions they would be willing 
to make to alleviate the city officials’ 
concerns. 

A Saturday parade would allow the 
partipants the visibility they feel “is an 
important educated message concern- 
ing our vastly underestimated pres- 
ence in the community.” Holding the 
parade on Sunday would mean fewer 
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Valley Women's Voice: 

After reading a recent 
article in MS about premen- 
strual syndrome, I thought 
there might be a need for some 
information about a disease 
that affects mostly women, but 
that few people, including 
doctors, know about. Several 
of the symptoms are identical 
to those of PMS, but this 
illness, chronic candidiasis, 
named for the yeast-fungus 
causing it, is actually 
aggravated by progesterone, 
unlike PMS. 

Chronic candidiasis may 
manifest the same symptoms as 
any premenstrual disorder, 
including loss of libido, 
headaches, tension, crying, 
anxiety, bloating, diarrhea, 
and recurring cystitis and 
vaginitis. Sufferers 
frequently are intolerant of 
many substances, including 
foods, smoke, chemicals, and 
cosmetics. The condition is 
usually aggravated by alco- 
holic beverages, yeasty foods 
like breads and cheeses, and 
high carbohydrate foods and 
milk products, foods that the 
sufferer may develop a craving 
for as a symptom of the disease. 

Since the yeast Candidas 


Albicans is present in and on 


everyone's bodies, it only 
becomes a problem when the 
body's immne system is 
weakened by antibiotics, 
steroids, or perhaps multiple 
pregnancies which can over— 
stress the body. Antibiotics 
and steroids are present in 


; many of the foods we eat, such as 
*meats, poultry, eggs, and milk 


: products, so avoiding these 
*xprescription drugs is not 
¥enough to control our 


consumption of them. Our 
progesterone levels are higher 
during puberty, pregnancy » and 
just before menstruating: 


These conditions, coupled with 
a weakened immune system, can 
aggravate or bring on chronic 
candidiasis, and so can taking 
birth control pills or other 
steroids. 

There are several ways to 
treat chronic candidiasis, and 
it may involve educating your 
doctor. There are presently 
no clinical tests available for 
diagnosis; the only way to 
determine whether a woman has 
chronic candidiasis is to treat 
her as if she does, and if she 
responds, then diagnosis can be 
made. I strongly urge any 
woman suspecting she has this 
illness to order or have her 


doctor order The Missing 
Diagnosis, P.O. Box 20508, 
B » Alabama 35226 


irmingham 
($27.50 includes shipping). 
Although it is expensive, it's 
the most comprehensive source 
on this illness that I've 
found, and it contains 
instructions for physicians on 
how to proceed with treatment. 
Dr. Truss, the author of this 
book, and an expert in this 
field, uses nystatin (a drug 
with virtually no side effects) 
and vaccine therapy and some 
dietary restrictions. 
Harmonics is a new treatment 
administered by a _ trained 
chiropractor; it involves the 
use of disks which vibrate at 
very high sound frequencies, 
helping the body performat its 
optimum level and interfering 
with the multiplication of the 
yeast-fungus cells. I have 


personally found harmonics to 


be a very effective form of 
treatment for this disease. I 
hope this information will be 
helpful to your readers. 
Thank you. 
Dorothy Baker 


Dear Editor: 

My work in theater and my 
personal research into lesbian 
literature brought me to a not 
so surprising realization: 
an anthology of women's 
theater designed to present 
lesbian experience has never 


been published in this 
country. It seems important 
to remedy this situation. 
Fortunately, a supportive 


publishing company is also 
aware of this problem, and so 
we have joined together to 
develop such an anthology. 

It is my purpose to inform 
your readers of this project 
and to ask playwrights to send 
me their scripts. (Women's 
media outlets throughout the 
country are being notified.) 
I am interested in seeing any 
theater piece—ranging from a 
monologue to a multiple-act 
-play—preferably unpublished, 
which focuses on lesbian life. 

A publishing deadline is 
agreed upon, and I need to 
receive materials by June l, 
1984, and the sooner the 
better. All manuscripts can 
be sent to me at the address 
below. If a manuscript must 
be returned to the author, an 
SASE is required. 

With gratitude 
existence and help, 

Sincerely, 

Kate McDermott 

401 Altivo Avenue 

La Selva Beach, CA. 
95076 


for your 


Shuli 


MT. OLGA LITTLE 


A long climb..The US Geological — 


Survey has named an 11,426-foot 
mountain in the LaPlata range (Color- 
ado) after pioneer Olga Little. A driver 
of pack mules that carried supplies tg. 
miners, Little also broke horses and 
was a relay rodeo rider during her 
teens. Born in Germany in 1885, the 
mountain woman came to Durango, 
Co., in 1887, with her family. 

Ms, 4/'84.0 


MIT BEAVER MOVIES 


MIT has a 10 year old tradition—each 
semester, a triple feature X-rated sex 
movie night is offered—popularly call- 
ed “beaver night.” This year, after the 
MIT Association for Women filed a 
sexual harassment charge, the films 
were cancelled. 

Sojourner, 3/'84.0) 


SQUEAL RULE ABANDONED 


A spokesperson for the U.S. Depart 
ment of Health and Human Services 
announced that the Reagan Administra 
tion has finally abandoned its “squeal 
rule” for birth control clinics. The Ad- 
ministration decided not to go to the 
Supreme Court to try to overturn a 
court injunction against the proposal, 
which would have forced federally 
funded clinics to tell parents when their 
teenage daughters were seeking con- 
traceptives. ‘ 
New Directions for Women, Jan/Feb ‘84 0 


LESBIAN WINS CASE vs UMASS 


A lesbian who was fired from her job 
at the University of Massachusetts/ 
Boston after she helped students file 

sexual harassment complaints against 
her supervisor has won asuit against an 

official of the school. In 1979, Janice 
Irvine, then a part-time coordinator of 
the UMass Health Education Center, 
helped 14 students under her supervi- 
sion file sexual harassment complaints 
with UMass against the Center's direc- 
tor. She was fired, then rehired a few 
weeks later. 

In her suit, Irvine alleged that, in 
retaliation for assisting the students, 
the director of counseling service, 
John Robinson, assigned her to non- 
existent jobs or jobs for which she was 
not suited. She filed suit in the fall of 


Ms Meg 


PROFITS 


1979; in May 1980 her contract was not 
renewed. 

The jury found that Irvine’s constitu- 
tional right of free speech had been 
violated by Robinson and awarded her 
$241,000 in damages. Two other 
Umass officials were cleared of liability. 
A judgement against the school is still 
pending. 
Sojourner, March ‘84.0 


U.S. SENATE DAY CARE 


The Senate is starting a child care 
center for its employees’ children. The 
center is expected to become self-sup- 
porting through a sliding scale of fees. 
New Directions for Women, Jan/Feb '84. D 


WOMEN FIREFIGHTERS WIN SUIT 


Brenda Berkman and Zaida Gonzalez, 
who were dismissed as firefighters by 
the New York City Fire Department, 
were victims of discrimination and 
must be reinstated with back pay, a 
federal judge ruled in December. 
While serving as firefighters, the two 
women were subjected to “extensive” 
sexual harassment, Judge Charles P. 
Sifton said, His 56-page ruling was 
highly critical of the Fire Department, 
which he said had “failed lamentably to 
prepare its officers and members for 
the extra-ordinary task of integrating 
women into its previously all-male 
ranks.” 
New Directions for Women, Jan/Feb ’84.0) 


MATERNITY LAW ANNULLED 


A California state law requiring em- 
ployers to give women their old jobs 
back after maternity leave was struck 
down on March 19th by U.S.District 
Judge Manuel Real as discriminatory 
because it grants unequal medical 
leave benefits to men and women. 
Made into law in 1978, employers 
were required to grant up to four 
months maternity leave to pregnant 
employees and to reinstate them in’the 
same or similar’ jobs immediately up- 
on return. Federal law only requires 
that women be granted medical leave 
on the same basis as male employees. 
Sandra Fahra, president of the NOW 
California chapter, said “Men cannot 
get pregnant. We cannot understand 
how the court reversed the law.” 

The case dates to May, 1982 when 
California Federal employee,Lillian 
Garland, filed a complaint with the 
California Fair Employment and Hous- 
ing Department contending that she 
had not been hired back immediately. 


by bulbul 


=~: Newsbriefs >> 


Suit was filed in 1983. 


Brian Hembacher, attorney for Ca- 
lifornia FE&H Department, says: This 
is going to force women to make a 
choice between having children and 
having a job.” He termed the ruling 
“far-reaching”. State law affects all em- 
ployers with five or more employees; 
federal law affects those with 15 or 
more workers. “It is a serious setback,” 
Hembacher said. Groups that are af- 
fected by the ruling have already begun 
to meet to discuss strategy. 
Sacramento(AP) 3/20/84 0 


LAWYER MOVES TO DISQUALIFY 
FEMINIST JUDGE 


A San Diego defense lawyer has 
asked that a woman judge assigned to 
hear his case be disqualified because of 
her feminist viewpoint. “I think she’s 
been one who has been an advocate 
and active in women’s rights and wo- 
men’s lib,” Attorney Roy Gunner said 
in asking Superior Court Judge Ken- 
neth Johns to remove municipal court 
Judge Janet Kintner from the case. 
“Because the case involves a charge of 
spouse rape, I just don’t think this is the 
kind of case that should be tried by Ms. 
Kintner,” the attorney said. Ms. Kintner 
has 10 days to respond to Gunner's 
allegations. The attorney noted that the 


judge had been active in various wo- 
men’s law groups, including the Na- 
tional Association of Women Judges, 
and was a founding member of the 
Lawyers’ Club, a mostly female attor- 
neys’ group. 

Daily Hampshire Gazette 3/14/84 {2 


BEWARE THE IUD! 


The IUD is a plastic internal uterine 
device inserted into the uterus for long- 
term birth control. In the late ‘60s, it 
was distributed by the Ford Found- 
ation Project for population control in 
Delhi in conjunction with WHO, to 
millions of Indian women. Insertions of 
the device played havoc with women’s 
health because, it was thought at the 


time, of the lack of hygiene awareness 


and lack of sanitary facilities, 


But, according to a most recent study 
completed by the University of South 
Carolina, results of medical studies 
show that women in the USA who use 
TUDs run an extremely high risk of 
contracting infections that often result 
in sterility and in salpingitis, the med- 
ical term for inflammation of the fallo- 
pian tubes. The research discovered 
that the infection is definitely caused by 
actinomyces israelii, a bacteria normally 
found on mucous membranes in the 
intestines. It was also established that 
infections by actinomyces was virtually 
unknown before the use of IUDs be- 
came widespread. The IUD is placed in 
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the womb and a string passed through 
the cervix into the vagina is used for 
removing the device. Bacteria climb up 
the string through the cervix into the 
womb where they flourish and multi- 
ply in the darkness of the womb with- 
out light or oxygen to inhibit growth. 


Dr. Lillian Yin of the Food and Drug 
Administration recommends monog- 
amy for IUD wearers and their partners - 
because the string draws bacteria trans- 
mitted by sexual intercourse. She adds 
that women should NOT wear an IUD 
unless they have had all the children 


they want. 
Journal of the AMA, 2/84.0 


CLASSIFIEDS 


NEED WALPAPERING? Call Simp- | 


: 


| 
| son & Wilce for the job. Help with 
| the work to save money and learna 
| new skill. 586-7064 or 549-7532. 
| nares 

[FOR RENT: Seeking women with- 
| cut men to occupy three room apart 
| ment and/or studio apartment in North | 
| Leverett. Available June 1984. Child- 
ren welcome. Call 367-231 0. 


Beautiful Old House and studio | 
barn appartment in N. Leverett for | 
| rent. Will rent house (4 bedrooms, | 
plus) separately or together with | 
| barn. House $500, Barn apartment} 
$150. Women (and children) only. | 
| Available June, July, or Aug. |. Call } 
| Ann Ferguson, 367-2310. 


Mh WO 
HELP WANTED:  F.L.O.W.E.R. | 
Foundation, Inc. is looking for les- } 
bian graphic artist to design logo | 
and letterhead. Send letter stating | 
experience, interest, fee and sam- | 
ple(s) of your graphics work to: | 
F.L.O.W.E.R. Foundation, P.O. Box 
602, Northampton, MA 01061. 
MH 


DREAMSONGS- Listening and Re- 
sponding: an 8-week class for lesbian 
dreamers. Learn techniques for re- 
embering, understanding, expressing 
and expanding your dreams. First class 
April 19, Thursday, 6-9 pm. Cost: $40- 
60/sliding. For info call Annie, 586- 
3281. 


oo 


Paint it yourself? Get a profession- 
al?You can have it either way with ] 
Simpson & Wilce. We will work | 
for/with you, weekdays, weekends, 
even evenings. Interior/exterior. | 
Don't miss out—schedule your job 
early. Call Simpson & Wilce, 586- 
7064 or 549-7532. Senior Citizens 
discount. See our display ad. 


RH 


C Just me $8-$20 sliding scale 
My friend's name and address: 


C/o Everywoman’s Center : Pe 
Wilder Hell, UMase . 
Amherst, MA 01003 


V ig 
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3y Christene LaClair and Lynn Haley 


Students at Smith College held a sit- 
in on March 6 to protest the closing of 
Hover House, a cooperative house es- 
tablished eight years ago. Officials claim 
that Hover House should be converted 
into a traditional dormitory in order to 
make room for an anticipated 40 stu- 
dents who will need housing. An older 
dormitory, Oak House, will be closed 
next year, and Smith College president 
Jill Conway feels that since Hover has 
not been filled to capacity in the past, it 
should be done away with. 

Residents of Hover have different 
perceptions of the problem.”We firmly 
believe that the administration is trying 
to disperse the lesbian community at 
Smith,” says Suzanne Garrow, Coor- 
dinator of the Lesbian Alliance at Smith 
and resident of Hover. “The issue, 
besides being one of student rights and 
self-determination, is also one of bla- 
tant anti-lesbianism,” she says 

Hover alumni are also distressed 
about the closing. It was attempted two 
years ago, but trustees voted against 
it. Hover House has been traditionally 
known for the lesbians and alternative- 
ly minded women who reside there. 
This action may give Smith a reputa- 
tion of being homophobic. 


claims that the house is so erratic that 
twelve students have moved out since 
September. According to Ms. Garrow, 
this figure is distorted. Six students at 
the most have moved, she reports, and 
there are only two spaces at present. 


YOU SAW IT HERE! 


photo by Haley 
Smith spokeswoman Ann Shanahan "! Thus, if Hover were to be converted 


into a dormitory, there would be only 
two spaces to be filled. The administra- 
tion would be placing students into 
Hover House and forcing present resi- 
dents to look elsewhere. The alterna- 
tive for Hover House students would 


be to pay the yearly $2,000 food bili and 
be unable to prepare their own meals, 

Garrow believes that students could - 

ced in other spaces. “Tt is an issue 
* me The student protest dis- 
plays the need for Hover House. Even 
if the numbers were correct, they are 
still be placing dollars before people 
and one community of women before 
another.” 

A second meeting was held on Tues- 
day, March 13, at which administrators 
said that they would not reverse their 
decision. They will try to assist resi- 
dents of Hover in finding off-campus 
housing. The Hover House students 
will not give up their efforts, however. 
“We may call upon the community for 
assistance and support in the struggle,” 
Ms. Garrow said.{] 
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ANNOUNCING: 
VWV Article Contest 


Last month a news brief carried the 
caption ‘Behind The Cheese Shop”, It 
had nothing to do with the content of 
the article. So we need an article to go 
with it.Second prize: a free subscrip- 
tion. First prize: a year’s position as 
VWV Editorial Coordinator. Articles 
for the as yet unused captions, Over 
The Cheese Shop, Under the Cheese 
Shop, and Somewhere Near the 
Cheese Shop will also be considered. 
All articles become the property of the 
VWV. 
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by Tarra Eden Hoffman 


Power, Spirituality, 
and feminism were th 
March 2 captured a : 
than 200 at Smith eae phi 

Starhawk, a professor , 
studies at Antionh College Bier a 
and a renowned feminist Hee i 

thera 
been active j pist, has 
€ in the peace and feminist 
movements since the 1960's, 

“The sun is going down on 
one’s world,” Starhawk said. 
are overwhelmed by hopeless: 
despair.” These feelings come 
endless Possibilities of nuclear destruc- 
tion, the increasing gap between ma- 
stad and minority, and the sharp wo- 
men/men division in i 
she said. en ee 

“Our commitment to changing this 
must grow,” Starhawk said. It is all a 
“matter of power” and “uniting our 
Spiritual and political selves,” 

The basis of all systems in society 
today is “power over,” Starhawk said. 
Teachers have power over students, 
bosses over employees, men over wo- 
men. This kind of power involves 
threat and harm, she said, and in order 
to stimulate change, people must find 
“a model of another kind of power.” 

Magic is the power that unites the 
spiritual and political aspects of our 
lives, she said. It is “the art of changing 
consciousness at will; it is the art of 
empowerment.” Starhawk said an art 
“creates an image, a vision, and then 
you create a physical image to repre- 
sent it. It’s a craft that involves work, 
technique, and practice,”she said, “No- 
thing happens if you just think about it. 


It only happens if you put energy 
behind it.” 
Starhawk dismissed the negative im- 


Political action, 
€ topics that on 


every- 
“People 
ness and 
from the 


ages associated with the terms“ magic’ 


and “witch”. These words are not con- 
nected with the “power over’ model 
and therefore are related to “unaccept- 
ed” methods of spiritual and political 
change, she said. 
Our culture revolves around four 
stories, Starhawk told listeners. The 
first, the story of Apocalypse, says that 


S|=->_- 


everything has a beginning, middle, 


and end, and this shapes our action in ~ 


jobs, school, political movements, and 
sexuality. People must think of things 
in terms of a cycle rather than rigid 
linear pattern, she said. 

The second story, “The Good Guys 
vs. The Bad Guys” shows that we 
always label right over wrong, light 
over dark. This perpetuates narrow- 
mindedness and rejects the idea of 
balance. This metaphor supports rac- 
ism, Starhawk said. “One mustn't al- 
ways triumph over another. Find bal- 
ance,” she said. 

“The Great Man Reveals the Truth 
and Gives It to a Chosen Few” is the 
title of the third story that perpetuates 
the obvious male/female division in 
today’s society. Women (and men) 
must unite to destroy this patriarchal 
pattern, she said. 

The final story is called “Making It’ 
or “The Story of American Classism.” 
Economic stability, “normal sexuality,” 
and social respectability are important 
today, and these values mistakenly de- 
termine success. “People have value in 
being whoever they are... 

We need spirituality to unlearn our 
{winner vs. loser] training,” she said. 
“Are you up for a vision of a goddess?” 
Starhawk asked. “Turn and look at the 
person next to you.” 

Starhawk tied spiritual and political 

action to feminism and said that the 
feminist movement must develop tight 
national cohesion as the peace move- 
ment has done. “We must make our- 
selves more visible as a movement,” 
she said. “It is important to find ways to 
celebrate each other, support each 
other, and nurture each other.” 
Women can work locally, organize 
affinity groups together, and develop 
theories of change together, Starhawk 
said. “Politics can be empowering 
through action, and action is empower- 
ing and effective.” 

The insecurities people feel today 
are shared by many, but “we must go 
on,” she said. “It is a scary world, and I 
think one of the most political things 
we can do is survive it.” O 


Tarra Eden Hoffman is a staff member of the 
COLLEGIAN. 
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A POEM 


After a while you leam 
the subtle differences between holding a hand 
and chaining a soul. 


And you leam 
that love doesn't mean leaning 
and company doesn't mean security. 


And you begin to leam 
that kisses aren't contracts 
and presents aren't promises. 


And you begin to accept your defeats 
with your head up and your eyes ahead, 
with the grace of a child, 

not the grief of a child. 

And you lear fo build all your roads 
today. 


Because tomorrow's ground Is too uncertain for plans, 
and futures have a way of falling down in mid-flight. 


After a while you leam 
that even sunshine burns ‘ 
if you ask too much. 


So you plant your own garden and decorate your soul 
instead of waiting for someone to 
bring you flowers. 


And you learn 
that you really can endure 
that you really are strong 

and you really do have worth. 


And you learn and you leam 
with every goodbye 
you learn... 


— Anonymous 


HOW DARE THEY! 


Anti-abortion groups made pub- 
lic my private abortion. | am pay- 
ing for this ad to expose their 
tactics and to ask if it’s hap- 
pened to you. 

| recently had an abortion. Pri- 
vately, in a good hospital. No one 
knew but the doctors and my boy- 
friend. My parents-didn't even know | 
was pregnant. Within one week. my 
out-of-state mother was phoned by 
an anonymous man and woman and 
told I'd paid $500 to a hospital to 
“evacuate a fetus’ Next, my parents 
received a letter signed by an anti- 
abortion group saying there was a 5- 
week-old fetus in a laboratory jar with 
my name on it. Then, a second letter 
came soliciting money for an anti- 
abortion organization. 

Who spied on the hospital? Who 

sneaked into the lab? Who invaded - 
my privacy, harassed my parents and 
caused us such anguish? Are these 
their standard tactics for raising 
funds? HOW DARE THEY! 
_ People are entitled to their opin- 
fons, but such outrageous tactics 
must be stopped! I've spent thou- 
sands on this ad to ask your help. If 
you have any information about simi- 
lar actions by anti-abortion groups. 
please phone toll-free or write to me 
today. Confidentiality assured. 


PHONE TOLL-FREE 800-821-9500 
Or write to JANE DOE 
P.O. Box 8708-157 
Newport Beach, CA 92658-1708 
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Dr. ELISE BOULDING isProfessor of Soc- 
iologu at Dartmouth University in New 
Hampshire. Her Quaker commitment tor 
peace and the well-being of Planet Earth has 
led to her being considered one of the 
foremost peace activists, internationally, as 
well as a feminist leader in these United 
States. She has inspired countless wom- 
en,..and men...through her creative imaging 
of a world at peace in her classes and in 
special workshops throughout the land. 
VWV caught up with Dr. Boulding for an 
exclusive interview in Sta. Barbara, Cal- 
ifornia at the California Early Childhood 
Education Conference where she was key- 
note speaker. She is on her way back to 
Dartmouth after what she describes as a 
fruitful sabbatical. Dr. Boulding is also on 
the Board of Directors of the Future Studies 
Program in the School of Education at the 
University of Massachusetts/Amherst. 


VWV: Elise, we are all so happy to se 
you...I, particularly, because of Sara 
Pirtle and Traprock Peace Center back 
in Massachusets, and because of your 
Imagining a World at Peace workshops 
too...and I would like to ask you what 
you think about the role of women in 
creating this future World at Peace. 


EB: Well, I think that depends on who 
the woman is and where she is. Each 
person has the responsibility in work- 
ingNor Peace in their particular context. 
When they are parents, they may have 
the special responsibility to create the 
environments and the opportunities 
for children to learn the skills of peace- 
making which begin in the home in 


ES Ge 


early childhood as far as I’m concern- 

ed. If they are teachers, they have the 

responsibility for developing curricul- 

um materials so that the picture of the 

world and its interconnectedness, its 
problems and its tensions and ways to 

deal with those tensions become a part 

of the child’s understanding of history 
and how society works and it is wo- 
men’s responsibility as businesswo- 

men to promote the kinds of industry 
and business that in turn creates a more 
just and sharing economic order, in- 
ternationally,and the kinds of practices 
that make people productive, creative 
people instead of oppressed and over- 
worked people. If they are researchers, 
then they have a committment to sel- 
ecting research projects that will ad- 
dress the concept of World Peace daily. 
If they are physicists or biologists or 
Greek scholars or sociologists, political 
scientists...they must set their tasks so 
as to contribute to understanding the 
Peace processes of the world. So what I 
am answering to you is that a woman 
like a man, has the responsibility in 
whatever particular spot they find 
themselves in life to use all of their 
imagination and all of their skills, what- 
ever their training is, to create these 
widening areas of peace and know- 
ledge of skills for making peace and I] 
would give the same kind of answers 
for a man as for a woman. It happens 
that women spend more time with 
nurturing in our world today. But I look 
to a world in the future when men will 
have equal time with children, equal 
time in nurturance professions. So I 
prefer to answer this is what I feel 
human beings should be doing. 


Subscribed $ 


Let us help you help us 


Situation As Your Funds 


are Low. 


We'll be happy to take partial 


payment 


with 


Future 


promise. And remember we 
have a sliding scale rate: $8 - 


$20. 


Situation Bs Your funds are 
TOO low, with no hope of 
respite. Earn your subscrip- 
tion for a minimum of time 
during production or at other 


times. 


Situation C: you buy con- 
cert tickets, even dinners for 
your lovers, but when you 

pick up your VWV and read 
‘Complimentary” you comp- 


liment us but 


struggling. 


leave us 


Situation D: You're just 


plain lazy. 


Com’on, How much juice does 
it take to write a check? 
_ Give us your juice 


Lo =n = —ar — 


Sea] 


VWV:Well, how do you see the family 
in this context? 


EB: Isee the family as being the training 
ground for these new kinds of human 
beings and so I see this is where they 
learn the skills of nurturing and where 
women begin to take responsibility for 
the larger world outside the home. I see 
they each get different things from the 
family. The men have to learn more 
about inside the family and the women 
have to learn more about outside the 
family and their interconnectedness 
and the children need to feel about 
their childhood that it is a period of 
building more responsibility. So I see 
parents as building more community- 
building responsibility with their child- 
ren in the family. 
VWV:What about early childhood edu- 
cation which is what is being discussed 
at this conference? _ 
EB: Well, I came to this Conference 
with perspectives about the larger wor- 
ld outside. Early childhood education 
is not really my area of expertise or my 
personal experience other than inside 
my family or outside academically. But 
I believe that the earliest years are 
clearly the ones where one begins to 
identify the world as the place where 
peace can be created or where violence 
overwhelms. These early years are 
when parents give the very young the 
skills of being able to handle tensions 
and conflict. And I absolutely see this 
learning period, beginning in what we 
used to call the “terrible twos” in our 
own children and in our grandchildren 
who also seem to have to have to go 
through the “terrible twos.” This time is 
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perhaps the critical moment at which to 
begin centering and enlarging...the 
very crucial moment at which to begin 
the very conscious efforts to enlarge 
their perceptions of situations. This is 
something two-year olds can really 
do... 

VWV:Do you think that we are going to 


stop the bomb? ; 
EB: Of course we are if we can visu- 


alize, as you and J know from our work 
with IMAGING workshops...of course 
we are...if we can visualize the kind of 
world we are looking for. But, if all we 
can do is go around telling everybody 
that there’s a terrible threat...then, peo- 
ple will simply become paralyzed and 
not be able to work creatively. They'll 
simply become scared. You can’t scare 
people into peace-making. So the way 
to have the bomb recede... don’t see it 
just disappearing like that...there’s no 
fairy godmother for the Planet that will 
make the bomb disappear. It may re- 
cede, gradually, like a settling sun, one 
day...One day, it will fall below the 
horizon or be truly irrelevant because 
we will have known of so many other 
ways to deal with our need for sec- 
urity...our need to feel that we have a 
just and good and fair society and a fair 
share in between societies and will 
have taken into account each others 
really important interests and values. I 
think it is as we work on these things 
and as we work on the needs of other 
societies and help other societies meet 
their needs, not just see to our own 
needs, that this is the point at which the 
bomb simply disappears out of sight 
because it is of no use...it does nothing 
to help solve these global problems. 
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Re-examining Male Sexual Pleasure 
ty Ann Harrison ~~~ ~~-0oeeasadanteananaananananansannenssasssanannananananananannessnanannnansananannnnnnnnnnneen 


Men who know how to be sensual 
are least likely to become involved in 


violent acts such as battering and do-- 


mestic violence, said Ron Mazor, a 
UMass health educator in a March 12 
lecture at Hampshire College. In his 
talk, entitled “Male Sexual Pleasure”, 


Mazor focussed on what heconsidersa . 


critical link between the emergence ofa 
male sexual dialog and the transcen- 
dence of learned violent behavior. In 
the constantly changing environment 
of sexual politics here in the valley, 
Mazor seems intent on trying to pro- 
vide a vocabulary with which men can 
discuss their role in the drama. While 
many of his points seem sound, they 
tended to present somewhat oversim- 
plified solutions to complex problems 
of male role playing. 

Mazor opened his lecture by stating 
that he is quite aware of the myth of 
patriarchy and male dominance. Mazor 
insisted that until men learn to openly 
discuss their sexuality with one an- 
other, they will continue to perpetuate 
the destructive aspects of their learned 
behavior. 

Much of the following discussion 
was concerned more with how such 
cultural baggage is acquired and less 
with how such acquired traits directly affect 
the opposite sex. Mazor gave several 
examples of the socialization process 
he felt “keep men generally ignorant 
about their potential to be loving per- 
sons.” He pointed out that boys are 
taught to use their body space in viola- 
tion of other persons for the purpose of 
power games such as “king of the hill.” 


Boys, he asserted, are also taught to use 
their hands to express outrage, result- 


ing later in a prevocation for physical 

violence. Mazor cited the imposition of : 
asexual script’ during the later stages 
of the growing up process. He main- 
tained that men make love to women 
for other men. They tend, said Mazor, 
to judge the quality of their sexual 
experience from within a vague 
framework of what they perceive as 
what all males do. This type of pro- 
gramming, he correctly pointed out, 
dehumanizes women and allows them 
to be only judge and jury of their 
partner's “performance.” 

It seems reasonable to suggest, as 
Mazor does, that some men’s percep- 
tion of sex tends to take on a competi- 
tive, goal oriented character. In setting 
such goals for sexual expression, ques- 
tions like’Did you come?” matter more 
than the collective quality of the exper- 
ience. These priorities may also emerge 
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when attempting to articulate their 

Own perceptions about sensual contact. 
Dialog between men on how they actu- 
ally feel when making love is, accord- 
ing to Mazor, very rare. He maintains 
that men who raise such matters often 
face homophobic reactions from their 
fellow males. Without a vocabulary to 
express such concerns, men, says Maz- 
or, are unable to articulate their sexual 
needs and desires to women. 

While all this theorizing is interest- 
ing and makes sense from the stand- 
point of general observation, the reas- 
ons Mazor gives for this type of sociali- 
zation imply a great oversimplification 


of principles. The motivations of socie- - 


ty that Mazor says are responsible for 
these attitudes are that “nations need 
armies and a surplus of pregnancies.” 
By dealing in such generalities, Mazor 
sidesteps the related discussion of how 
such behavior preserves the status quo 
between men and women and other 
far-reaching effects of patriarchial atti- 
tudes. Recognizing a critique of male 
supremacy and realizing its implica- 
tions are two different things. 

In overlooking the repercussions of 
“the myth of male supremacy” from the 
perspective of the political economy, 
Mazor opens the way for his theory of 
how to change a deeply entrenched set 
of attitudes. His solution is to allow 
men to begin to “treasure their own 
beings and those of other men.” If we 
do this, says Mazor, “where are we 
going to get the ability to kill?” 

From his perspective of teaching 
men how to “treasure their own bod- 
ies,” Mazor focused on a basic know- 

ledge of how the male body operates. 
He also stressed the formation of a 
precise vocabulary for men to articu- 
jate their sexual needs and desires. 


. Finding the appropriate language for 
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this dialog is difficult, he says, because 
earthy language can be offensive and 
technical language can be boring. 

What makes these goals particularly 
challenging in America, Mazor states, 
is that there is “no ethic for sexual 
pleasure.” Sexual topics, he points out, 
are still controlled by issues of procrea- 
tion such as abortion, contraception 
and nuclear families. “While we are 
readily faced with a list of what we 
should not do, we are rarely taught 
how to be involved in mutual pleasure 
sharing.” 3 

Mazor believes that topics such as 
ejaculation and orgasm can be discus- 
sed in a meaningful way that discour- 
ages homophobic reactions and em- 
powers its members. Through such 
new ways to use their bodies to give 
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and receive pleasure which do not 
depend upon a mechanical obsession 
with erections. Men at present do not 
trust who they are sexually, and, ac- 
cording to Mazor, are not free “to hug 
and kiss and dance.” Discussions that 
can begin to expand the boundaries of 
personal expressions and self-know- 
ledge certainly have the potential to be 


useful to the male communitv. 
It is equally important, however, to 


continue to consider reproductive is- 
ues which are critical to both men and 
women. Positive new ideas must be 
approached within the context of earl- 

.ier issues and, most important, be 
brought to the minds of a larger audi- 
ence. 

Mazor supports the idea of men’s 
conferences as a forum for the dialog 
he envisions. One such meeting was 
held at Hampshire College last Sep- 
tember; it was well attended by men 
from all over the country. Events such 
as these, Mazor suggests, allow men to 
be supportive of each other instead of 
making their relationships a “battle of 
egos”. By risking their vulnerability to 
communicate, he says, they can be 
better role models for a younger gener- 
ation and can impart simple and accu- 
rate information. That information could 
include such health priorities as test- 
icular self examination, which, Mazor 
says, men can learn to help protect 
themselves from testicular cancer. 
Whereas women are taught at an early 
age how to examine their breasts, few 
men, it seems, are aware of comparable 
self examination procedures. 

In addition to this practical advice, 
Mazor gave some concrete guidelines 
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on how to initiate contact with women. 
He advises men to be able to accept 
rejection and be able to take “No” for 
an answer. To persist, said the counse- 
lor, is harassment. Men, he said, should 
become more comfortable with the ebb 
and flow of power and overcome the 
myth that a “real man” never accepts 
While this information can undoubt- 
edly help men promote a healthier 
assesment of their own sexuality, I 
remain uncertain as to how such dialog 
can help overturn the assumptions of 
those men who do not choose to share 
in these discussions. Men who chose to 
discuss issues of sexual identity that 
Mazor raises are a self-selecting group. 
Problems associated with male sup- 
remacy and a patriarchal culture are 
shared by all men. While the reaction in 
the Valley to the men’s conference was 
mixed, I think it is more important to be 
concerned about the men who didn’t 
attend. When information, such as 
Mazor’s ideas, does not reach the larger 
part of the male population, it is not 
clear how an expansion of sexual per- 
ception can challenge assumptions of 
male supremacy. Talk is cheap. Dis- 
playing a willingness to act on princi- 
ples is the stage that follows dialog. 
Such willingness could have been great- 
ly encouraged in the context of the 
lecture, yet it was not. The participation 
of women in this emerging dialog could 
help address problems that may be 
overlooked. The support of the femin- 
ist community for future discussions 
such as Mazor’s could be important to 
the continuing reevaluation of sexual 
identity for both men and women:.0 
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“They told me this would be fun.” 


Over by the voracious waxer: “Uh, 
Kiriyo’s ad.” 


Typesetters Fantasy: womenhandlied at the keyboag: 
a bevy of beauties with a passion print. 
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women, of women by men; fear of 
Black by White, of White by Black, and 
on and on. Perhaps I can begin by 
admitting this fear and how it controls 
me; slowly over time I can release it. 
Gradually I open up, let another person 
in, trust and treasure their presence. 

In the nature of sexuality is surren- 
ter, letting go, letting in, letting some- 
thing happen—not necessarily “’striv- 
ing” for the goal of orgasm and release. 
Release may be more deeply felt as the 
unfoldment of the whole process, 
which means being vulnerable on 

many levels and reaching with my whole 
body and being. Control and power 
issues can block that surrendering, caus- 
ing me again to hold back, and to stay 
on one level of sensation, not to be able 
to fully risk and open WIDE. I must 
TRUST, trust myself and the universe, 
trust also the other person, trust him or 
her to be fully there for me. Trust, trust, 
and more trust. 

And communication is required— 
rather than hoping to have one’s mind 
read! Saying aloud: “I love it when you 
touch my breasts,” — “I need a really 
strong intense touch,” — “I can’t open 
up right now any further. I need you to 
just hold me.” — “I'm afraid, so I need 
you to come into me very slowly and 
delicately.” — “I don’t want to make 
love right now, I just need to be hugged 
and caressed.” And asking questions: 
“Where are you at?” — “What do you 
need?” And risking saying “No” at any 
point necessary. 

Loving includes laughter, silliness, 
giggling, tickling, teasing, wrestling, col- 
lapsing with the sheer funniness of it 
all, the crazy energy that brings us 
together again and again, willy-nilly. 
Laughter releases fear and embarras- 
ment and brings joy and mischief to 
our relationships. 


AR 


Corner of Holyoke '& Pleasant Sts. (Rt: 5); N’ton ~~. 


Complete Collection of Virago Modern Classics 


27 North Pleasant St., Amherst 
253-3044 


See and test ride the new 


BERKELEY 


with alloy wheels 


FUJI 
ONLY 


WOULDN'T YOU REALLY RATHER HAVE A FUJI? 
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VALLEY WOMEN’S RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 
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Celibacy offers anotk 2r mode of be- Sie 


ing sensual without the “perils” of | 
relationship that go with being sexual. 
Whether short- or long-term, celibacy 
enables me to exist complete in myself. 
It also stimulates a heightened sensitiv- 
ity to all forms of tactile and sensual 
experience, so that even simply walk- 
ing on the earth is charged with energy. 
I can learn to be more subtly atuned to 
other forms of human interaction, aur- 
as, energy fields, inside and outside my 
body, when I consiously use this kind 
of time. Some celibate periods are es- 
sential to rebalance, to re-establish my 
interior rhythms without being so pull- 
ed into another person’s reality. This 
refines my energy field, enriching both 
my sexuality and spirituality. 
Twen ears of working out both . 
short- see detectors walstintistiis with Home games at Rugby Pitch, U.Mass. 
both men and women have convinced 7 
me that what is necessary to make 
better love is practicing love patiently, 
practically, fully treasuring each mo- 
ment we have with another person, 
being wholly there, living on all levels 
at once, physical, emotional, mental, 
spiritual—and bringing a spirit of for- 
giveness, fearlessness, truct to each 
situation/person. I need to renew that 
trust over and over again, regardless of 
disappointments, betrayals, losses, 
misunderstandings, anger. To receive 
and to cultivate the best in each relation- 
ship and to go on. I must be compas- 
sionate and passionate both with my- 
self and with others. I must own the 
erotic and the ecstatic within, and live 
fully on earth in this body, in this spirit, 
in oneness with all life. 


Home 

Home 
Away 
Away 

Home 


Rhode Island 

MIT 

Burlington Silver Foxes 
Montreal 


Beantown 


April 7 
14 


21 


28 Hartford Wild Rose Home 


May 5 
12 


Home 


Dartmouth Coll 
artmouth College Away 


Portland 


U.Maine Orono Away 


Away 


19-20 N.E.Rugby Tournament 


Women’s National Classic Tourna- 
ment (Chicago). 


27-29 


ooo SSS SSC COS SoCo oSSceSSSSoee ee photo by Haley 


Susan Ritter 
Attorney at Law 


CHIROPRACTOR 
Dr. Lloyd J. Lachow 
62 Federal Street 
Greenfield, Mass. 01301 
CALL FOR A 
FREE CONSULTATION 
774-3348 


garage 


(auto repairicoop) 
Featuring 4 &6\cyl. 


Imported & Domestic 
Great Work 
Guaranteed'- Reasonable $ 


584-7098 


complete civil practice 
divorces, real estate 
adoptions, bankruptcy 

immigration, small business 


160 Main St., N’ton 586-2904 


{ EQUITY INSTITUTE 
e Consultation to organizations 


e Individual Counselling 
e Workshops 
on 


Issues of Oppression 
Race © Sex © Employment @ Class . 
Joan Lester, Ed.D. Carole Johnson, J.D. | 
94 Gray Street 
Amherst, Mass. 
256-6902 


‘ adventura travel 


AIRLINE TICKETS 
EURAIL PASSES 
CRUISES 


233 N. Pleasant St., Amherst Carriage Shops 
549-1256 


For 
DINNER 
With 
SANDWICHES - SOUPS 
APPETIZERS 
SUPERLATIVE SEAFOOD 
SUCCULENT VEGETARIAN ENTREES 
CUSTOM-BUILT OMELETTES 
STEAK, LIVER, & STEW 


STOP IN - YOU'LL LOVE OUR COOKING 
EVERY DAY - 5:00 AM. - 9:00 P.M 
AT THE LIGHTS [N NO.AMHERST - 549-6643 


BREAKFAST DAILY 
ICE CREAM EMPORIUMS | 
° NORTHAMPTON e | 


across from Academy of Music 


AMHERST Bottwood walk 


1.93 
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Choices To Make 
Roads To Take 
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by Jonquil Morgan Twinspirits 


When I was five, I started kindergar- 
ten like most kids my age. I didn’t like it 
much. I came home that same day and 
demanded to how how old I'd have to 
be before I could stop going to school. 
It wasn’t just the teasing I got from 
some of the kids who lived in my 
neighborhood (“Papoose”, “Half- 
breed”). It was the very idea that this 
institution called “school” had the right 
to tell me what to do, how to do it, and 
when I had to do it. It was regimenta- 
tion and, even at five, I hated it. 

Upon hearing that sixteen was the 
magic age at which I could tell the 
school system to shove their schedules, 
rules, and regulations neatly up their 
collective ass, I became determined to 
quit as soon as I reached that coveted 
age. 

Needless to say, I did. 

By the time I was eighteen, I was 
beginning to regret having sacked 
school, and I made plans to finish my 
education at a later date. But not just 
yet. Having spent my youth (from the 
age of thirteen to the now-wise age of 
eighteen) in the relentless pursuit of 
practically nothing but girls, girls, girls 
(yes, folks, I’m a Lesbian), I was unsure 
as yet about who! was. So, at eighteen, I 
finally decided: What the hell! My 
whole life, I've never done anything 
respectable. Why not try to gain respect 
for myself? 

Sooo... got married, had two kids, 
and wound up twenty-four and still 
uneducated, Then I decided I’d wait 
until the kids were in school before I 
went back. By then I was twenty eight 
and still uneducated. 


gige ay\ 
i a i Dix 
22 CENTER STREET 
NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 
586-6445 


15 ORCHARD (UPSTAIRS) 
NORTHAMPTON 


Counseling for Women - | 


Shirley Sicurello M.Ed. L.C.S.W. 
Ashfield, MA 
413-625-9343 a 


Experienced Feminist Therapist 
Sliding Fee Scale 
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All of a sudden, my respectibility 
went down the tubes... met a beautiful 
woman and our friendship grew into 
lust, our lust into a ripe and satisfying 
love. With that development, I left my 
husband, taking my two children with 
me, and moved in with her and her 


afd pa 
iar 


RITUAL OBJECTS # OILS # INCENSE 
TAROT # CRYSTAL BALL READINGS 


WE HAVE RELOCATED! NOW WIMMIN ONLY SPACE 


three children. But I was still not back in 
school, and I was now twenty-nine. 
Then a wonderful thing happened: I 
turned thirty. Suddenly life had begun 
all over again! 

I was in love, I had a whole new 
family (I had been written off as dead 
by my “natural” family, they strongly 
disapproving of the new course my life 
had taken), and I was ready for any- 
thing—even school! 

Now that nobody was pushing me, 
saying, “You've got to go”, I was ready 
to put myself through the college of my 
choice. So, I arranged for a curriculum 
that interested me at the local Com- 
munity College (I major in Liberal Arts, 
with a high concentration of Art), and 
at 30, Iam on my way! 

The way I figure it, there’s no stop- 
ping me now. From here on, I can only 
grow. What will I become? a world- 
famous writer? Could be. Celebrated 
portrait artist? Maybe. Concert pianist? 
Who knows? But I do know this: What- 
ever I become, I'll be the best I can be; 
changing, growing, becoming myself. I 
have learned that to come to terms with 
who I am and bring myself into line 
with that internal blueprint that makes 
me ME, is the only thing in life that 
matters. So, look out world! In ten more 
years, I'll be forty, and I hear that’s 
when life REALLY begins! 0) 


TUES.WED.THURS. 10 - 6 | 
FRIDAY 10 - 8 
SAT.SUN. 12 - 5 | 


413/584-5491 Amber 
HERBS # CANDLES # SALTS 


T,T,F 12:30 - 5:30 
§. 10:30 - 5:30 
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feminist « Lesbian therapy 


indivdual ,couple AXP supervision 


| office 
253-2822 


Graphic by L. Fusco 


New to You 


Your valley has drawn me 
Her spreading hills 

now hold me 

Dance me in your circle 
this heart in hand 

and let unbridled, this fire 
love you whole 

Slave to the desire 

to know 

and to be known 


— Satrupa 
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YOGA for WOMEN 
» x stretching, deep breathing 
relaxation, meditation 
Wednesdays 7 - 9pm 
April 18 in Amherst 
WOMANCRAFT 
A course in psychic self-healing 
Thurs. 7 - 10pm 
June 7 in Greenfield 
For more info., please contact: 
Jean Erlbaum Greenfield, Mass. 01301 
39 Haywood St 413-773-9744 
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CELEBRATION! 


For our 8th Anniversary 
we are offering 20% off 


Brey Se ae ae ae diamonds and diamond 
x Qe Telge %' | jewelry through April. 
; oe ——- =e * | 

oR x Ie % | 
t oom * i] 
k oO , % Sliverscape 
; g rf designs 
x 
t * GOLDSMITHS * GEM GALLERY 
Bg Thorne’s Marketplace y pe A ae al, 
z Northampton 1253-3324 
x Open 7 days & nights =i 
* 586-4837 % 
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| PLEASANT JOURNEY 
| The Alternative in the Valley . 


The Best Selection 
of Toyotas Around 


351 Pleasant Street, Northampton, Mass. 


413/586-8150 
(Bob or John) 


i! Monday through Friday 9-6 Saturday 10-5 
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immoral. In a January 9 interview he 
Stated that in regard to abortions, “we 
have the right to choose the high road 
or the low road, but we must live with 
the consequences of the road we choose 
I'd expect women to live with 
my sense of fear and trembling on that 
issue.” 

Later in that interview Jackson re- 
vealed personal motivations for his 
beliefs while speculating on a woman’s 
motives for considering abortion. Re- 
calling that he was born out of wedlock 
and that his mother did indeed have a 
choice, Jackson said, “If she had made 
the choice based on personal conven- 
ience and personal ambition, then I 
would never have had the option to 
live,” 

At another level, Jackson’s personal 
opposition to abortion grows out of 
what he refers to as his “religious 
imperative to protect human life.” Fran- 
ces White expressed reservations 
about the religious aspect of the cam- 
paign, saying that although it helps 
mobilize people, to impose a religious 
and emotional involvement prevents 
the movement from acquiring grass 
roots in the political economy. Such a 

movement, she said, would eventually 
evaporate. 


In light of their reservations regarding 
Jackson’s commitment to reproductive 
rights, the panelists agreed that women 
should not be taken for granted by the 
rainbow. It was imperative, they insist- 
ed, that their demands on issues such 
as abortion be heard and, more import- 
antly, acted upon. Other activities with- 
in the Jackson camp suggest that his 
policies on women should be closely 
watched. Jackson’s national coordina- 
tor On women’s issues, Barbara Horni- 
cher, is a former Reagan appointee. She 
was fired by the administration for her 
feminist beliefs, but her politics should 
be carefully considered. In March she 
came out as condemning the ERA al- 
though Jackson officially supports it in 
his policy statements. 

Although Jackson’s commitment to 
women’s issues is problematic, he is in 
a better position than the other candi- 
dates to appreciate their urgency. Jack- 
son understands racism, understands 
civil rights, and knows that legislation 
such as that against abortion is not only 
economic discrimination but affronts 
the civil rights of women. 

Another specific reservation voiced 
by the panelists concerned Jackson’s 
reference to Jews as “hymies” and to 


MAYDAY! 
ONLY YOUR 


New York as “Hymie Town”. This re- 
mark,made during what Jackson thought 
was a “private conversation” toa Wash- 
ington Post reporter on Jan 25, has 
raised serious questions, not the least 
of which is his woefully naive view of 
the press. Frances White remarked that 
if the rainbow coalition is committed to 
multi-ethnic, cross cultural issues, she 
finds it hard to accept a figurehead who 
makes anti-semitic remarks. 


Her suggestion for reaction from the 
feminist community on this issue is that 
we must say to Jackson, “This is unac- 
ceptable.” White mentioned, however, 
that the issue should not be overblown, 
for she perceived that the hidden a- 
genda of the press treatment of the 
incident was not anti-semitism but “an 
attempt to break the coalition” 

Margaret Cerullo suggested that dis- 
cussions on the issue must occur, say- 
ing, “We must not say it is not an issue.” 
When asked how to put pressure on 
Jackson for his remarks, Cerullo cited a 
statement issued by W.O.M.A.N.’s 
P.A.C., a Boston based feminist politi- 
cal action committee. This document, 
the first such statement: by a feminist 
group, gives the group’s endorsement 
to the Jackson campaign. It also, how- 
ever, expresses the group’s concern 
about Jackson’s personal commitment 
to abortion rights and other feminist 
issues. Conditional support like this 
forces a candidate to be accountable to 
the interests of their supporters. It 
should be noted that many members of 
the coalition found his “hymie” re- 
marks offensive. Mel King and other 
Jackson supporters attempted to mend 
some fences by meeting March 8 with 
members of the Amherst Jewish Com- 
munity. Frances White pointed out that 
the coalition rests on the idea of racism 
and that everyone must come to terms 
with it. So far the Jackson campaign is 
the only one to do so. 

The panelists agreed that it is impor- 
tant to retain membership in political 
movements without tarnishing their 
integrity. They said that since members 
of coalitions are bound to disagree on 
some issues, the movement must be 
able to sustain a re-evaluation of posi- 
tions. The reservations the panelists 
showed concerning Jackson’s policies 
reflect the problems of forging coali- 
tions. Yet his system appears to be the 
only means by which the feminist com- 
munity can make politicians account- 
able to feminist demands. It seems clear 
that the feminist community is not 
strong enough to challenge Reagan on 
its own. While becoming involved in 
political coalitions seems the surest 
route to political power, some women’s 


MAYDAY! 


SUBSCRIBE NOW!! 


groups appear to be too focused on a 
single issue to broaden their political 
discourse. 

Such groups as the National Organi- 
zation for Women (N.O.W.) base their 
entire political agenda on the ERA and, 
in Ceuullo’s view, “traded off Mon- 
dale’s support of ERA for nothing.” 
Citing this move as “utter weakness 
and stupidity”, Cerullo said that be- 
cause of NOW’s “unbelievable tunnel- 
vision on ERA, they cannot participate 
in other coalitions.” She went on to 
suggest that the mission of the more 
radical feminists in the political com- 
munity should be to broaden the inter- 
ests and goals of other women. 

Actions such as those of N.O.W. 
appear to set only short-term goals by 
staking their fortunes with one candi- 


.date. The participants of the forum 


agreed that they could not let the politi- 
cal defects of Jackson defeat the rainbow. 
The rainbow’s success, in addition to 
getting Reagan out of office, appears 
itself to be a long term goal for many 
members of the coalition. The panelists 
said this movement must be expanded 
and made a permanent part of American 
politics. Indeed, it no longer seems an 
option for members of the coalition to 
be organized exclusively at the local 
level. 

While local registration drives get 
people politicized, they are only the 
first step. If the members of the coali- 
tion wish to make candidates account- 
able to their aims, they must embrace a 


vision of centralized politics. This does 
not imply building a revitalized Demo- 
cratic party, they said. What is needed 
is a political coalition party chosen by 
the candidates themselves. It can be 
said that the rainbow coalition predates 
Jackson's candidacy, reaching electoral 
expression first in Mel King’s mayoral 
race in Boston. Joan Landes pointed out 
that “We chose him [Jackson] as much 
as he chose us.” 

While his success in the southern 
primaries allows Jackson to receive 
matching funds from the government, 
the realistic chance of his being elected 
is remote. Keeping in mind that the 
next president will appoint three Supreme 
Court justices, feminists like Frances 
White assert that coalition members 
must bargain for the support of candi- 
dates like Hart and Mondale, who, in 
her eyes, have no accountability to 
women and Blacks. If we throw away 
the politics of unity, stated Joan Landes 
“we are left with only the fragments of 
legislative power and the memory of 
past failures,” 

Margaret Cerullo believes that the 
rainbow coalition is the beginning of a 
process that signals change for Ameri- 
can politics. “People are beginning to 
think again that they can be some- 
body,”she said, “that they can do some- 
thing, that they have some rights.” To 
abandon the rainbow now would be, 
for these feminists, a retreat from the 
political forum.O 
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The White Train 


The White Train of Death 


And we Americans 
Sit silent 


We sit in our silence 


The lie of our silence 
‘As the White Train of Death 


Choosing Death over Life 
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Steals its way accross the flatlands of our beloved Country. 
The steaming dung Honey Wagon painted lily-white 

Filled not with Jew on way to Dachau 

But filled, instead, with enough explosion 

To destroy this Planet sixiy times over. 


As the wheels thud, and thud, and thud 


Steals through the black night 
On its way to planned Genocide. 
And we sit in the lie of our silence 


And the wheels thud, and thud, and thud 
Across the flatlands of our beloved Country. 


— Doris M. Carter 
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people could attend due to limited 
public transportation. 
To ease the problems of a Saturday 
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parade, the march organizers would 
consider altering the route to minimize 
costly police protection; train addition- 
al marshalls to maintain the necessary 
safety lanes for emergency vehicles; 
and ensure that major arteries are not 
unnecessarily utilized for lengthy per- 
iods. Addressing the issue of cost to the 
city for extra police, the organizers will 
consider raising money for city-funded 
human services, suchas the Northamp- 
ton Survival Center, to defray the addi- 
tional cost. 

Councillors Ames and Louise Bart 
sought to bring the statement up for 
discussion and to address the permit 
issue at the meeting but were rebuffed 
by other council members. 

The meeting was immediately ad- 
journed, 

The march committee has received a 
parade permit for Sunday, May 13, but 


has sued the city for the right to hold a 
march on Saturday. 


SUBSCRIPTION 
CAN SAVE THE 
SINKING 

VALLEY WOMEN’S 
VOICE! 
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WE NEED 2,000 
9° SUBSCRIPTIONS 
S BY MAY Ist 
WITHOUT THOSE SUBSCRIPTIONS 


WE MUST ABANDON SHIP! 
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MORE LETTERS 


Dear Sisters at 
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“A friend of mine sent me a 
poem when I had a case of 
immobilized self doubt. 

Upon hearing an account of 
Virginia Woolfs death. 


I AM THINKING OF A WOMAN WHO 
WALKED INTO THE WATERS OF A 
RIVER WITH STONES IN HER 
POCKETS 

I AM THINKING OF THE WATERS OF 
THE RIVERS OF MY LIFE OF THE 
STONES IN MY POCKETS 

WOMEN ARE BORN WITH STONES IN 
THEIR POCKETS 

EMPTY THEM, EMPTY THEM, SWIM. 


dear sisters your support 
has removed a heavy stone from 
my pocket. I hope the 
cartoons to come will show the 
depth of my gratitude and that 
we will grow and swim together 
each in our own way without all 
those stones. 

Keep up your good work 

Thank-you again for the 
tribute. 


affectionately 
bulbul 


Dear Women: 

A friend just passed on the 
5th Anniversary Issue of Ww. 
I have seen WW off and on over 
the past 5 years, and have 
always felt very joyful and 
rewarded at your continuing 
perseverance and success — it 
Somehow made the efforts of 
myself and other original 
staff of VWV worthwhile. It 
was therefore especially 
joyful and rewarding to be 
remembered and to see the first 
issue commemorated in your 5th 
anniversary issue, and to 
learn that EWC had welcomed you 
back! 

In response to your query of 
whatever happened to the 
original staff - after leaving 
EWC and VW in July 1979, I 
returned to Portsmouth, NH 
where I have spent most of my 
time working in the battered 
women's movement and New 
Hampshire's only Shelter 
(until 6 months ago when a 
second shelter opened - in 
Concord, NH) I am currently 
Coordinator of the University 
of New Hampshire Commission on 
the Status of Women. I have 
also been active in community 
organizing on issues including 
reproductive rights, nuclear 
disarmament, intervention in 
Central America and the 
Carribean, and gay rights. As 
for the rest of the original 
staff and Dandelion Trucking, 
I have no answers. 

Keep up your good work and 
your struggle to provide a 
forum for the diverse voices of 
women. 


In Sisterhood- 


Cindy Leerer. 
Dear VWV, 
At the Rent Control 


Commission meeting of the Town 
of Amherst, held on Thursday, 


Womerss Musio Soro EveryOne : 
Linda Tillery with 


Lincoln Theater, U of H, Bloomfield Ave. 


the 23rd of February, it was 
Stated that the landlords 
might be forced to close down 
their property to the tenants 
of this area if they deemed it 
unprofitable to continue 
renting out their property. 

This is certainly a grievous 
fact for citizens wishing to 
live in the community. 
However, charging rent accord- 
ing to the demand and supply of 
and for housing in the area is 
Sure to keep rents at their 
maximum level. Therefore, a 
compromise is certainly long 
overdue. ; 

Many tenants of this area 
feel that certain stipulations 
in their lease agreements are 
unfair and are definately 
orientated to the constant 
change over of tenants due to 
the University and colleges in 
this area. To ignore the 
issues of the working people 
who have made Amherst their 
home is a tactic used by the 
landlords. While wishing to 
accomodate students is cer— 
tainly fair, ignoring the 
legitimate issues of other 
long standing tenants is not. 

The town of Amherst must 
consider both sides of the 
proposal for rent control and 
come up with a sensible plan 
which, while admitting to 
constant demand fo housing, 
also admits to a steady and 
dependable demand as reflected 
in long term tenants. 


Sincerely, 
Irene Dzioba 


Dear Friends, 

Last month, after a long 
wait, nine of us were finally 
able to meet. Several others 
were unable to came to the 
meeting but asked to be kept 
informed. 

For me it was a good feeling 


Adrienne Torf 
Sunday, May 6 7PM 


Series (4 concerts) - $24; Individual Concert - $8 
Student / Low Income - $6; All tickets at door - $9 
For more information call 203-243-4228 
Sponsored by Connecticut NOW & Hartford Women's Center 
Tickets available at Lincoln Theater Box Office and Reader's Feast-Hartford: 
Bloodroot-Bridgeport; Rhvmes Records and Golden Thread Booksellers- 
New Haven; The Disc-Storrs 


| Womens Musio gw EveryOne 


Kate Clinton / 
Bread and Roses 
Sunday, June 10 7PM 

Lincoln Theater, U of H, Bloomfield Ave. 
Series (4 concerts) - $24; Individual Concert - $8 
Student / Low Income - $6; All tickets at door - $9 
For more information call 203-243-4228 
* Sponsored by Connecticut NOW & Hartford Women's Center 

Tickets available at Lincoln Theater Box Office and Reader's Feast-Hartford; 

Bloodroot-Bridgeport; Rhymes Records and Golden Thread Booksellers- 

New Haven; The Disc-Storrs 


OPEN 87 MIDNIGHT ay 
SATURDAY 9-5 Sunbay [[-5 


OLL ECTIVE 256-6425 cat 
ODIES 25 NHlasuneSe,Anhense S083: 


FoodForThought Books 


Hours 10—6 p.m. TEESE, K rw) 67 N. Pleasant 
Amherst, MA 01002 


Records....Records....Records 
DREAMING THE DARK Magic, Sex, Politics ... by Starhawk $7.25 
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to put faces to letters and to 
be among wamen who, like me, do 
not feel exclusively hetero- 
sexual or lesbian. We are 
planning a second meeting 
April 11, at 7:30pm. Please 
joinus. For directions, send 
your name and phone number to 
iso, c/o. VW. I'ld eet dn 
touch! 


Sincerely, Iso. 
P.S. This is my last letter. 


After this, look for us in the 
announcements. 


Dear Valley Women's Voice, . 
A few days ago I was raped by 


two  .men. This violation 
occured at 7:30a.m. at my 
workplace. They knew I am a 


lesbian, making derogatory 
remarks about my lifestyle and 
telling me they were 
fulfilling their duties to 
prevent further dirtying N'ton 
with our "likes". These men 
had a knife and used it to cut 
me. They informed me that 
they will be watching me and my 
friends and will be back. 

"Take Back The Night" 
marches are good — but not 
enough. We wimmin need to do 
on-going rape prevention, we 
need to confront men who 
harass/ harm wimmin in our 
community. We need to be 
aware that we are not safe 
because of our choice not to 
sleep with men. Often, 
because we are lesbians, we are 
targeted by their violence. 

At this point I don't feel 
like I can identify myself, 
however, I hope V.W.V. chooses 
to print this to remind wimmin 
of the on-going violence 
against us. There is an on- 
going conspiracy amongst some 
men in the area to 
harass/violate lesbians in our 
community. We need to reclaim 
our right to love who we choose 
- to stop this violence. We 
need dyke patrols - 24 hours a 
day (rapes occur at every 
time). We need services - 
Support, counseling, VD/preg- 
nancy testing, safe houses for 
lesbian survivors of rape. 

A meeting will be held on 
April 13th to plan as a 
community, what we can do to 
prevent further rapes and to 
protect our’ sisters. For 
information regarding this 
meeting phone 584-5491. 
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by Rosemary Christoph 

“Sex...? Oh, goodness... Listen, it’s 
Shing, it’s the ocean filling you up, 
rocking you, singing to you, the rhythms 
of the universe taking you over...your 
body opens up to other dimensions—I 
sometimes feel it’s what my body was 
MADE for, do you know? It’s total 
renewal, too, like being reborn. And 
serené, serene as a bird in a summer 
.” 

*Biched in mind indelibly is this 
memory, walking with my best friend 
and listening to her soft voice, compel- 
ling and generous, providing me with 
my first real glimpse into the world of 
sexuality. I was 19 and appallingly 
ignorant. | thought there were two 
kinds of penises—ones shaped like 
lumpy leaves (a picture derived from 
statues) and pointy ones. I knew even 
less about my own body. 

Now here I was, walking slowly 
across the UCLA campus, 1962, the red 
tile roofs reflecting late afternoon sun- 

light, J. at my side, thoughtful, intense, 
elegant. She was three years older than 
I. Her hair was long and raven-dark, 
she smoked Salem cigarrettes, and 
wrote poetry afterhours. She became 
my model; I too grew my hair long, 
smoked Salems, wrote poetry in little 
cafes, ; 

J. continued talking. In this one three- 
hour conversation she healed all my 
fears and ignorance around sexuality 
and the body, and left loving expecta- 
tion in their place. In sensitive and 
graphic detail she explained how she 
and D. made love. Told in the glowing 
words of a poet, with humor and deli- 
cacy of feeling, sexual experience now 
appeared wonderful in my eyes rather 
than a grim necessity of being “adult” 
or the mechanical dreary thing des- 
cribed in late night dormitory sessions. 
It came through as transcendent, ama- 

zing, passionate and full. 

It was several years before I encount- 
ered someone with whom. I could 
truly experience the fullness J. describ- 
ed, years of dropping out of college, 
traveling from the West to the East 
Coast. In NY I met the man who was to 
be the father of my little girl—a connec- 
tion that was immediate and quite elec- 
tric with passion. That same year I met 
an intense group of lesbians with 
whom I could feel emotional depths 
(and abysses) of relationship that I had 
never before witnessed. A few years 
later I “came out.” 

What I want to discuss in this article 
are some of the myths vs. realities 
about sexuality in our culture that pre- 
vent us from “making better love.” - 

Myth 1: That sexual expression is of 
the body and is a physical act requiring 
some expertise and technique. 

Reality: Perhaps it’s o.k. if sexuality 
is only physical; it can be quite fun, 
healthy. But how about “making love,” 
which occurs in a context of emotional 
connection, communication, Spiritual 
enfoldment? Could it be that “expertise” 
is not that important, because it tends to 
become habit and focus excessively on 
performing and mechanics? How do 

_ We Stay in touch with feeling and genu- 
ine exploring of relationshop? 

Myth 2: That sexuality is somewhat 
crass, low, dirty, to be ashamed of and 
hidden. 

Reality: Could it be that we project 
our culture’s hatred of the body, the 
emotions, women, Third World peo- 
ples, the earth, onto sexuality? Can we 
re-experience it in itself, without all the 
cultural stereotypes? 

Myth 3: That sexuality is not to be 
defiled by talk, humor, or earthiness, 
because it is special, mysterious, dark 
and secret. : 

Reality: Sexuality is a mystery, a 
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Making Love Lovingly 


wonderful secret, a special quality of 
experience. That we talk of it is a given; 
how we talk is the question. Can we 
learn to talk honestly and deeply and 
also to lighten up the intensity of it all 
with life-enhancing humor? 

Myth 4: That sexiness (as defined by 
the culture) has a certain definite fe- 
male and male shape. If you have it, 
you're home free, so to speak; without 
it, you're loveless, undesirable, unwant- 
ed, alone... 

Reality: Can we regard the spirit 
inside each human form as that whom 
we need to connect with? Can we enjoy 
the outer forms of bodies in all their 
infinitely various and fascinating 
shapes? 

Myth 5: That heterosexual is “better” 
(more natural). Or homosexual is “bet- 
ter” (more politically correct). Celibacy 
is “less dependent’ and therefore “bet- 
ter.” Monogamy is “the real thing.” or 
open relationships are “where it’s at.” 
Judgments about who is more OK, etc. 
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keke tek kk: 
Oh Goddess - cook me 


Pound, pat, push me 
into shape 


And spin me lightly 


Raise me up and 


Bake me 


Transform me 
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Reality: Could we begin to see all 
relationships in their own contexts 
with their own rightness, their own 
learnings? What could matter then is, 
does it make the people happy? Does it 
enhance their growth? 

Myth 6: That unless one has a sexual 
partner one is somehow incomplete. 
The couple syndrome: they’re in tech- 
nicolor—everyone else is in black and 
white.. 

Reality: Can we expand our sense of 
love beyond “coupleness” so that the 
full range of human possibility can be 
experienced and treasured? It wouldn’‘t 
necessarily mean being sexually in- 
volved with a number of people. It 
might mean giving quality love to 
whomever I'm with. 

Myth 7: That “falling in love”, with all 
its attendant projections of wonder and 
perfection on the other, offers unlimit- 
ed joys. (Oh, why can't it last?). The 


in your ageless fire 


Take my mushmuddy clay, amorphous lumpy self 
richwet and earthenly 


in your drumming Hands 
Put your Fingers in my ears and mouth, 
kiss me with your infinite Passion 
flood me with your Love 
bracing and joyous 


milk me deep 
Guide me with your quick sure Feet 
And when I am fully thrown 
molded in your Image 
by those blazing Hands 
in the great Spirit-oven 
And in the white heat of your glowing Flame 


into transluscent vessel 
that I may cup love’s juices 
for the thirsty ones... 


myth of romance (the 6-month variety). 
That “falling out of love” is inevitable 
and unfertunate, but then one moves 
on, so to speak, to “greener pastures.” 

Reality: Perhaps romance could be 
seen as a beautiful opening process, a 
beginning. What would it take to sus- 
tain it? Do we have the committment to 
risk deepening ourselves into a very 
different kind of love? In particular, can 
we work through the ego problems, 
emotional fears, the anger, the parental 
stuff, to a central place of love and 
trust? Perhaps this is where the real 
richness lies, the change, the growth, 
the healing, and it sometimes takes 
sticking through some very hard times 
to get there. 

My experience over the years is that 
sexuality can be expressed on all lev- 
els—physical, emotional, mental, spir- 
itual. The experience can be crass, vio- 
lent, empty, insensitive—or rich, deep, 
sensuous, fulfilling. Spiritual visions 
and colors of incredible intensity may 
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— Rosemary Christoph 
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burst upon my awareness; I can hear or 
make amazing sounds; tactually my 
body may open in places where it has 
been numb or blocked for months or 
even years, A healing process can be 
set in motion. 

The spiritual dimensions of sexuality 
and sensuality are amazing. Somehow 
this experience has a way of opening 
me to my core; the Oneness of life 
becomes real, the unity of all things is 
experienced rather than just “known” 
as an idea. I am often flooded with 
visions—the Pacific Ocean near sunset, 
redwood trees rising into light, thou- 
sands of years of history telescoped 
into a panorama of blue radiance. 

Other times the spiritual nature of 
the experience is communicated only 
by feeling—a changed way of seeing, 
problems drop away, anda deep seren- 
ity and inward peace become realized. I 
may feel as if I am being being bathed 
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from head to toe in bright light, as if all 
chakras are being linked in a single 
flow of energy. There is a sensation of 
being washed inside, my skin and body 
stimulated on the outside, that comes 
in the aftermath of a truly delightful 
sexual encounter... 

One vision I had began 12 years ago 
during intense love-making with my 
dear S. Initially Isee an outline/ shadow 
of the head and shoulders of a person 
approaching a great light, which also 
comes closer and closer. For many 
years the vision would re-occur. Then I 
had the vision and after the inexorable 
motion of shadow toward light, the 
light finally entered my heart with a 
bursting mergence; the dark person 
was lit up from within in a cascade of 
transcendent feeling. I was both wit- 
nessing and experiencing it... 

The mind is also essential. If the 

mind goes off on lists of tasks to be 
done, or watches critically or indiffer- 
ently, or jumps monkey-like from one 
thing to another—all these are ways of 
avoiding; avoiding my partner, avoid- 
ing the experience, avoiding facing 
what is going on emotionally. Maybe I 
don’t want to be here. Maybe it hurts. 
Maybe emotionally I’m scared, distrust- 
ing. Spacing out is my escape, but it also 
prevents me from having any really 
deep opening, sharing, renewal. At this 
kind of moment, can I bring my mind 
totally back to the present, to concen- 
trate and be “one-pointed,” and let this 
experience be what it is? Or do I need 
to recognize that I have something 
emotional to deal with before I can go 
on? ; 

Emotional communication is crucial. 
I still remember the intensity of hold- 
ing my partner J. as he suddenly flip- 
ped into memories of himself as an 
abused child in a Catholic orphanage. 
All his hurt and rage toward women 
emerged at once as he remembered 
being tormented by nuns and aban- 
doned by his mother and sisters. He 

cried—laboriously at first, as he tried to 

hold it in—but it kept coming. Finally 
he gave in and just cried and cried. 

Then his sobs gradually slowed and he 

fell into a deep serene sleepin my arms. 

Negative emotional memories are 

often held in the body and create blocks 
wherever they are held, whether in the 
neck, the back, the pelvis, the legs, the 
heart. These are places where we've 
gone numb in order to stop the pain. 
The pain is blocked, but so is all other 
feeling, both physical and emotional. 
Making love can generate feeling and 
movement in these places, causing an 
eruption of hurt, rage or crying (as with 
J.). This acts to release the old pain, the 
unfinished and unfelt experiences, and 
is necessary before opening to pleasure 
and the present is possible. Making 
love loving is making room for this kind 
of emotional clearing. 

Fear and anger are emotions that 
interfere the most with natural sexual 
closeness. Unexpressed, accumulated 
grievances have the effect of closing me 
of from another person, making me feel 
cool and distant rather than warm and 
engaged. Witholding and subtle forms 
of punishment, rejection and judgment 
set in. These often trigger the other 
Person’s fears and self-dislike, and can 
escalate a spiral of anger and disconnec- 
tion. An out and out screaming fight 


can sometimes air the matter and, if 


Sorted out, lead us to new break- 

throughs in closeness. The keys for me 

are communication and forgiveness, not 
, 


holding grudges, Starting afresh each 


day, each hour, each moment. Some- 
one once wrote, “A happy relationship 
1S a union of two good forgivers.” 
Fear and distrust can also block sex- 
ual closeness, Fear is a deep emotional 
habit in our culture: fear of men by 
Comhrved on Pee /o 


Announcement 
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SISTERFIRE, Roadwork’'s annual ur- 
ban festival of women’s culture, will 
take place June 23 and 24, 1984, on 
the grounds of Takoma Park Junior 
High School, Takoma Park, Mary- 
land, from 11am to 7pm each day. 
This year's SISTERFIRE festival has 
expanded to a full weekend featur- 
ing four performance stages for 
music, theater, poetry and dance. 
Roadwork, a national non-profit, 

multi-racial cultural organization 
dedicated to presenting women in 
the arts, is producing the two-day 
urban festival. Among the perform- 
ers will be Sweet Honey in the Rock, 
Holly Near, Tret Fure, June Jordan 
and Adrienne Torf, Reel World Stri- 
ng Band, Edwina Lee Tyler and a 
Piece of the World, Casselberry and 
Dupree, and First World Dance The- 
ater. SISTERFIRE 1984 is an urban 
festival that is open to everybody. 
Tickets will be available April 15th. 
In advance $14 one day;$22 week- 
end. Children under twelve will be 
admitted free. Tickets may be ord- 
ered by mailing check, money order 
or Mastercard/Visa number and ex- 
piration date to Roadwork, 1475 
Harvard Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C.20009. The SISTERFIRE fest- 
ival will be wheelchair accessible 
and interpreted for the deaf. 


Hotline To End Rape and Abuse is 
now hiring for two part-time couns- 
elor/advocate positions, which may 
become full-time. Responsibilities 
include staffing a 24 hour rape crisis 
intervention hotline, counseling, 
legal/medical advocacy, transport- 
ation, maintaining case notes and 

records. Applicants must have exp- 

erience in working with victims/sur- 

‘vinars of sexual assault and incest, 

and be fami\ier with legal, medical 
and counseling issues of rape and 
child sexual abuse. Send resume 
and three letters of reference to 
HERA, Inc., P.O.Box 80216, Spring- 
field, MA 01138. For further inform- 
ation call the Hotline to End Rape 
and Abuse:733-2561. 


A group for Women Going Through a 
Seperation or Divorce will be held on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm for 
six weeks beginning April 4 1984. 
Meetings will take place at Every- 
woman's Center in Wilder Hall. The 
group will explore stages of transit- 
ion, our patterns of ending and beli- 
efs that hold us back from mmaking 
new beginnings. The group will be 
facilitated by Norma Lahainer, who 
has been in private practice for ten 


years. For more information and to 


register, call Everywoman's Center 
at 545-0883. 


The Lesbian Union offers suppor 
groups, peer counseling, a meetinc 
place for Lesbians (room 406 G. 


. Student Union, UMass, Amherst) 


and a limited library of lesbian/fem- 
inist literature. We are open 9-5 
daily. We provide a relaxed comfor- 
table space where women can meet 
talk, study and share. Rap groups 
are on Thursdays at 7pm. Recent 
topics in rap groups have been con- 
cerns about coming out and relating 
to roomates, friends and parents. 
There is a Peer Counseling Hotline, 
545-3409, Mon-Wed. 5-9pm, for 
lesbians who want to talk about 
issues in their lives with other con- 
cerned women. The Lesbian Union 
welcomes new members and is pla- 
‘Nning spring volleyball, potluck dir- 
ners, canoe trips and hikes. 


Freehand Inc,a learning community 
for women writers and photograph- 
ers, is accepting applications from 
students for its third year, beginning 
October 1984. This is a seven mon- 
th intensive residency program. It 
offers several work/study scholar- 
ships, two of which are designated 
for women of color. Occassionally a 
student is accepted for a shorter 
residency. For information or appli- 
Cation write to Freehand Inc.,P.O. 
Box 806A, Provincetown, MA02657 
or call 617-487-3579. 


A Support Group for Incest Survivors 
will meet for eight weeks starting 
April 3 1984 from 6-8pm at UMass 
Campus Center. The group will pro- 
vide women with an opportunity to 
share support, feelings and ways of 
coping with the experience of in- 
cest. For more information and to 
register please contact Every- 
woman's Center at 545-0883. 


How To Collect Unemployment Bene- 
fits is a new guide, written by Ray- 
mond Avrantis and published by 
Prentice Hall Inc. It tells howto claim 
the maximum unemployment bene- 
fits to which you are entitled. 


MY SEXUALITY 
RUNS THE GAMUT.. 


Anti-Pornography Conference, co- 
ordinated by the UMass Women’s 
Issues Team, Women’s Leadership 
Project, and Women Against Media 
Violence and Pornography, will be 
held April 28th. For more inform- 
ation, or if you can help, call SCERA 
Women’s Issues Team at 545-0341 
and ask for Tildy or Chase. 


Making Changes: a career planning/ 


_job hunting workshop series for 


women. This six week workshop 
series is for women who are consid- 
ering returning to work or changing 
jobs. All women who are 35 or older 
and who are divorced, seperated, 
widowed or otherwise in need of an 
income are welcome. Topics cover- 
ed include confidance building, ski- 
Ils assessment, goal setting, res- 
ume writing, interviewing and asser- 
tiveness. Workshops begin Tues- 
day April 10th and meet twice a 
week from 10am-12 noon at the 
People’s Institute, 38 Gothic Street, 
Northampton. There is a nominal 
fee. To register call 584-9111. 


The Brightside Ball will be held on 
Friday April 6 at Chez Josef in Aga- 
wam. Proceeds from the ball will be 
donated to the Children’s Fund at 
Our Lady of Providence Children’s 
Center to provide attitional progr- 
amming for the children at Bright- 
side. Brightside provides services 
and support to children and adoles- 
cents in Western Massachussets 
who are troubled, homeless, abus- 
ed, neglected or pregnant by serv- 
ing them in and through families. 


Attention Women Musicians and Per- 
formers: The New England Women’s 
Musical Retreat (to be held in Conn. 
Labor Day weekend 1984) is seek- 
ing women from the Northeast area 
who might be interested in perform- 
ing on the Day Stage. We are espec- 
ially anxious to contact women of 
color, third world women, women 
with disabilities, and women of vary- 
ing ages and ethnic backgrounds. 
The Day Stage audition process will 
take place in late spring. Contact: 
Kim Kimber, NEWMR Day Stage Co- 
ordinator, Box 728, West Hartford, 
CT. 06107. 


Stress and Burnout, a lecture spon- 
sored by Hampshire College Health 
Services, will be offered Wednes- 
day April 18. Contact Hampshire 
College Health Services at 549- 


4600ext.458. 


Furious Love Workshop for women. 
Creative, positive, loving ways of 
working through anger/depression. 
Saturday April 14th, 12-6pm, $20- 
$40/day (sliding scale). In Shutes- 
bury. Rides available. Call Rose- 
mary Christoph 367-2658 for info- 
rmation and registration. 
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The Working Women’s Program at 
Everywoman’s Center will be spon- 
soring a group entitled “Moving 
Foreward: Assertiveness and Lead 
ership Skills for Working Women.” 
The group, which will be facilitated 
by Susan Kohler-Gray, will meet at 
the Jones Library, 43 Amity Street, 
Amherst. Meetings will begin on 
Thursday, April 5, 1984, and run for 
eight consecutive weeks from 5- 
9pm. For more information and to 
register, please call Everywoman’'s 
Center at 545-0883. 


Gay and Lesbian Naturists Grour! 
The national organization for nude 
beaches and clothes-optional rec- 
reation has formed a special group 
(with its own newsletter) that is org- 
anizing Gay and Lesbian naturists 
around the country, both socially 
and politically. Are you anaturist or 2. 


* nudist? Would you like to learn 


about clothes-optional lifestyles? 


- Write to: Gay and Lesbian Naturists, 


c/o TSMN, Box 1344 Ansonia Stat- 
ion, New York, New York 10023. 
Send SASE. 

A Career Development Skills Group 
will be offered twice this spring thr- 
ough the Working-Women’s Prog: 
ram at Everywoman’s Center. Top- 
ics include self-assessment, job- 
hunting skills, resume writing and 
interviewing. Two four-meeting se- 
ssions will be offered—the first from 
March 20-April 10, the second from 
April 24-May 15—and the groups 
will meet on Tuesdays from 7:30- 
9:30pm at EWC. Participants are 
asked to register for either session 
by calling 545-0883. 


Bisexual Women: A ten-week group 
for women who are either bisexual 
or exploring bisexuality will begin 
April 19th in Amherst. The group will 
share issues and concerns, and 
work on breaking down fear and 
isolation and supporting personal 
Ste ae fee scale. For infor- 
ation call Tettu Gorfi a 
aa J Orfine at 253 
The Third World Women’s Program at 
Everywoman’s Center will be pre- 
senting a workshop on “Budgeting: 
Basic Concepts for Third World 
Administrators.” The lecture and 
discussion for this informative and 
practical workshop will be lead by 
Marie Reid, doctoral candidate at 
the School of Education. The work- 
shop will be held April 11th from 7- 
10pm in Campus Center room 805- 
809. The workshop is free and child 
care will be available on request. 
Arrangements must be made by 
April 5th. For more information con- 
tact The Third World Women's Prog- 
ram of Everywoman’s Center at 545- 
0883. 
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The American Lung Association of 
Western Massachussets and the 
School Health program of the Board 

- of Health of Holyoke will sponsor a 
four session education program on 
asthma. The program, entitled “For 
Parents—Your Child’s Asthma,” will 
be held on four Thursdays in April at 
the Maurice Donahue -School in 
Holyoke, from 7:00 to 9:00pm, witha 
different topic each evening. For 
more information or to pre-register, 
contact the Lung Association at 
737-3506. 


Equity Institute in Amherst is offering 
four spring workshops. “Unlearning 
Racism,” is a seven week series on 
Wednesdays 7-9:30pm, beginning 
April 11th. It will be lead by Dr. Joan 
Lester and Dr, Carole Johnson. 
“Sexual Harrassment on the Job” 
will take place on Saturday Aprl 
14th, 1-6pm, lead by Dr. Lester and 
Dr. Johnson. “Unlearning Anti-Sem- - 
itism” will be lead by Atty. Jiyl 
Felman, date to be announced. 
“Dealing With Hostile Groups” (for 
workshop leaders) will take place 
on Saturday, May Sth. It will be lead 
by Dr. Carole Johnson and Cooper 
Thompson. Sliding scale fees for all 
workshops. For information or regis- 
tration call the Equity Institute at 
256-6902. 


Support Group for partners of lesbi- 
ans who have chronic health prob- 
lems or are disabled. To talk about 
the difficulties and issues that come 
up in the relationship. Meeting mon- 
thly or bi-monthly in Northampton. 
Leave name and phone number 
for Mary at 253-7038. 


oor aw 
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SUNDAY, APR 1 


* Benefit Ritual for the magazine WOMEN 
OF POWER at 6:30 pm.,Old Cambridge 
Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave, Boston. 

$6.00 donation. 


* SONGSPINNERS concert of music for 
women's voices. Includes original pleces by 
Katie Tolles and Mary Kenny. Hitchcock 
Center, Rte. 116 (1 mile south of Amherst 
Center). Wheelchair Accessible. $2.00 don- 
ation. For more information call Katie Tolles 
at 413-665-4307. 
*&Taprock Peace Center will present Akal 
Dev K. Khalsa, FLUTE, and Miriam Whaples, 
HARPSICORD, at 4 pm. $4.00 donation. For 
more information, contact Pauline Basset 
773-7427 


TUESDAY, APR 3 

* SUPPORT GROUP for incest survivors will 
meet 6-8 pm at UMass Campus Center, For 
information and registration call 545-0883. 


WEDNESDAY, APR 4 

* SUPPORT GROUP for women going 
through separation or divorce, at 7:30 pm, 
E.W.C. Facilitated by Norma Lahainer. For 
information and registration call 545-0883. 


% OPEN STAGE at the Iron Horse 


* “CAREER AND FAMILY” panel discussion 
at 7 pm, Amherst College Alumni 
House. Refreshments served. 
Sponsored by Amherst College 
Women’s Week. 


% JUDY SLOAN, Character actress, per- 
forms Sophie, who “embodies the remini- 
Scences of elderly Jews in Conneticut.” 


. Wadsworth Athenium, -600 Main 


Street,Hartford,CT. Free at 8 pm. 
For information call 203-278-2670. 


THURSDAY, APR 5 
* Opening Reception for Amherst College 
Women’s Week Student ART SHOW, 
“Women See Men,” at 4 pm, Eli Marsh Gallery 
Fayerweather Hall. The show will run April 
5th to 15th. 


%* GROUP for “Moving Forward: Assertive- 
ness and Leadership skills for Working 
Women.” First of eight meetings, Jones 
Library, 43 Amity Street, Amherst 5-9 pm. 

Facilitated by Susan Kohler-Gray. 


FRIDAY, APR 6 

%* WITCHCRAFT: An Old Path fora New Age, 

with Deidre Pulgram and Andras 
Corban. Presentation and dis- 


cussion at Food for Thought 
Books,67 N.Pleasant St.,Am- 
herst,at 7:30 pm. 


SATURDAY, APR 7 

* Free SELF DEFENSE Course for 
Women 10 am-1 pm. Call 586-5140 
for information and registration. 


* “DELIVERANCE,” a women’s talent expo- 
sition sponsored by Amherst College 
Women's Week, Fayerweather backroom, 
9:00 pm. 


SUNDAY, APR 8 


"GIVE PEACE A DANCE,” a benefit contra- 
dance for the American Friends Service 
Committee Disarmament Working Group, will 
be held at the Munson Library in South 
Amherst at 7 pm. Caller Ricky Greenwald will 
be joined by Diane Sanabria, Van Cayhor and 
Becky Ashenden. Tickets are $2.50 in ad- 
vance, $3.00 at the door. For more informa- 
tion call 584-8975. 


* March against PORNOGRAHPY 
AND VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 


, in New YORK City. Call 296-4353 
for details. 


MONDAY, APR 9 


% EMMA GOLDMAN'S “Private Party” at the 
Iron Horse. 


% Panel Discussion: “WOMEN AT WORK” at 
7 pm, Amherst College Alumni House. Re- 
freshments served. Sponsored ty Amherst 
Collge Women's Week. 


TUESDAY, APR 10 | 


%CARREER PLANNING/JOB HUNTING 
Workshop Series for Women, 10 am - noon 
(see announcements). 


WEDNESDAY, APR 11 


%& HUNTER DAVIS, from Carolina, at the Ircn 
Horse 


% UNLEARNING RACISM Workshop, spon- 
sored by the Equity Institute (see announce- 
ments). 


Workshop on BUDGETING: Basic Con- 
cepts for Third World Administrators, 7-10 
pm, campus Center room 805-809. Facilitat- 
ed by Mary Reid. Free. Childcare available 
on request by April 5th. For further informa- 
tion call 545-0833. 


* JUDY SLOAN at Wadsworth Athenium, 
600 Main St., Hartford, CT, at8 pm. See April 
4th. 


THURSDAY, APR 12 


TUESDAY, APR 17 


%# CRIS WILLIAMSON at the Iron 
Horse 


WEDNESDAY APR 18 
¢r CRIS WILLIAMSON at the Iron Horse 


3x YOGA for Wome: . 7-9 pmin Amherst. 7 
week course with Jean Corlbaum. Call 413- 
773-9744 for further information. 


¥r Leslie Laurie will speak on “THE POLITICS 
OF FAMILY PLANNING,” at 7:30, Porter 
Lounge, Coverse Hall, Amherst College. 
Sponsored by Amherst College Women's 
Week. 


SUNDAY, APR 22 


trROSALIE SORRELS. and CLAUDIA 
SCHMIDT at the Iron Horse 


TUESDAY, APR 24 


% Group for DEVELOPMENT SKILLS meet- 
ing, first of four. 7:30 - 9:30 pm at E.W.C. 
Participants must register by April 17th. Call 
545-0883. 

WEDNESDAY, APR 25 


GAL, a capella feminist new wave performer, 
at the Iron Horse 


a 
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Robin Flower and her 
highly energized blue- 
geass band will be at 

the Iron Horse on May6 


SUNDAY, APR 29 
* MADDY PRIOR with STEELEVE 
SPAN, at the Iron Horse 


‘ 1S) 9 HS) SS HSS SS SS Fo SS 
% JUDY SLOAN at the Educational: |lj = = 


Center for the Arts, 55 Audubon St., 2 
New Haven, CT at 8 pm. Call 203- 


7775451 for information. 
*& CONNIE KALDER, Canada’s best, at the 


Iron Horse. 


FRIDAY, APR 13 


Meeting to discuss action around rape 
of Lesbians in Northampton. call 584-5499 


for details. 


SATURDAY, APR 14 


FURIOUS LOVE workshop for women in 
Shutesbury (see announcements). 


% SEXUAL HARRASSMENT ON THE JOB 
Workshop sponsored by the Equity Institute 
(see announcements). 


% JUDY SLOAN at the Educational Center for 
the Arts, 55 Audubon St., New Haven, CT at8 
pm. Cail 203-777-5451 for information. 


%* Free SELF DEFENSE course for women 10 
am-1 pm. Call 586-5140 for information and 
registration. 

SUNDAY APRIL 15 

JUDY SLOAN. see April 12. note 
time change to 2 pm: 


%* Beginning ROCK CLIMBING Workshop for 
women with little or no climbing experience. 
9am-4pm. For registration and information 
write WEO, Bow 821, Greenfield, MA 01302, 
or call Lenore Anderson, day 617-544-2375, 
evenings, 413-253-5671. 


% Movie, “THE GRAND JURY ~ AN INSTITU- 
TION UNDER FIRE,” at noon, Pleasant Street 
Theater, Northampton. Discussion after- 
wards with Theresa Turgeon and Byma 
Aronson. Donation Requested. 


MONDAY, APR 16 


%* Johnathan and Jennifer, ala Roches, at the 
Iron Horse. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


MASSAGE THERAPY for deep re- 
laxation, cleansing, healing re- 
lease of chronic physical, mental, 
emotional, creative rigidities. Syn- 
thesizing Esalen massage, guided 
meditation, counseling, psychic 


“reading. Marion Mcintire, Ed.M., 


586-9939. Free initial consultation. 


Spring at GREENHOPE FARM in Ver- 
mont means maple sugaring, adora- 
ble goat kids, skiing, hiking, cozy firep 
lace and great food! Reasonable rates. 
Hospitality, Woman-only space. 802- 
5337772. 


WOMEN'S PEACE GROUP FORM- 
ING in Westfield/Springfield area. 
Interested? Call Eli, 569-5748, 


§ WOMEN’S MUSIC 1984 


2 oO 

Clay Lady Productions | 

Presents | 

oO 

April 17 & 18 CHRIS WILLIAMSON $10.50 

May 6 ROBIN FLOWER $6.50 

May 14 MARY WATKINS $6.50 
May 23 MEG CHRISTIAN $9.00 

June 5&6 ALIVE [ $8.00 | 

: oO 

ALL SHOWS at THE IRON HORSE. Info: 413-584-0610 a 


cher, Vold; Visiti 
806 Meee 


(617) 487-3579, 


FREEHAND: FOR WOMEN WRIT- 
ERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS. Study 
IN an environment of disciplined 
and unrestrained lust for art and 
freedom. Poetry, prose, feminist 
and political theory, Photography, 
9, bodywork, ita- 
tion & Performance. Resident fae 


ulty: Broumas, Miller, Roth, Spei- 


ists. P.O. B 
—V, Provincetown, MA 02657. 


ROSEMARY CHRISTOPH, MA. 
feminist therapist, to work through 
issues of loss, inner conflict, anger, 
depression, need for Spiritual di- 
rection or life change. Individuals 
or Couples in conflict. Sliding scale. 

Low-income Spaces available. 
Call 367-2658 am. or late pm. 


——_———— 
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